
 Psalm for Morning Prayer on  
Pentecost 24th May 

Psalm 87 

1  His foundation is on the holy mountains. ♦ 
   The Lord loves the gates of Zion 
      more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
2  Glorious things are spoken of you, ♦ 
   Zion, city of our God. 
3  I record Egypt and Babylon as those who know me; ♦ 
   behold Philistia, Tyre and Ethiopia: 
      in Zion were they born. 
4  And of Zion it shall be said, ‘Each one was born in her, ♦ 
   and the Most High himself has established her.’ 
5  The Lord will record as he writes up the peoples, ♦ 
   ‘This one also was born there.’ 
6  And as they dance they shall sing, ♦ 
   ‘All my fresh springs are in you.’ 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 
it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
  



24/5 Morning Prayer First Reading Genesis 11.1–9 

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as 
they migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of 
Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, ‘Come, let us 
make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.’ And they had brick for 
stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, ‘Come, let us build 
ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us 
make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad 
upon the face of the whole earth.’ The Lord came down to see the 
city and the tower, which mortals had built.And the Lord said, ‘Look, 
they are one people, and they have all one language; and this is only 
the beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do 
will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down, and 
confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one 
another’s speech.’ So the Lord scattered them abroad from there 
over the face of all the earth, and they left oS building the 
city. Therefore it was called Babel, because there the Lord confused 
the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered 
them abroad over the face of all the earth. 



24/5 Morning Prayer Second Reading Acts 10.34–end 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 
heard the word. The circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold 
the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?’ So he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 


